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Executive Summary

The Wisconsin Department of Corrections Division of Juvenile Corrections (DJC) provides educational and vocational programming for adjudicated youth at all three juvenile correctional institutions (JCI’s): Ethan Allen School (EAS), Lincoln Hills School (LHS), and Southern Oaks Girls School (SOGS).   Mendota Juvenile Treatment Center (MJTC), a Department of Health and Family Services (DHFS) facility, also serves DJC youth and provides educational programming in addition to mental health treatment.

Average School Enrollment: The combined enrollment in 2003 for the three juvenile schools totaled 704. The Department of Corrections juvenile facilities serve the needs of youth ranging in age from 10 to 21. 

Average Length of Stay: Due to the wide range of individual needs and length of juvenile court Dispositional Orders, DJC youth have an average length of stay of 10 months.  

Staffing: Currently, the three DJC schools have 78 academic and vocational teachers with five supervisory staff.   Academic and vocational teachers are licensed through the Department of Public Instruction. In addition, some vocational teachers are certified through the Wisconsin Technical College System.  Guidance counselors and school psychologists provide additional educational services.  In 2003, combined enrollment for the three DJC schools was 704 students with a resulting teacher-to-student ratio of approximately 1 to 9. 

High School Credits: DJC students can earn high school credits while in the custody of the juvenile facilities.  The credits can be used toward graduation after release.  In 2003, DJC students earned more than 2,210 credits toward high school graduation.  The average number of credits earned per student rose from 2.67 credits in 2000 to 3.14 credits per student in 2003.

Reading and Mathematics: Educational staff members initiate an in-depth educational evaluation that includes administration of the Wechsler Individual Achievement Test 2 (WIAT-2) in addition to diagnostic assessment in reading and mathematics. Data gathered through testing, interviews, teacher observations, and review of the student's cumulative academic records may suggest the need for further assessment. These assessment tools include the Detroit Tests of Learning Aptitude, the Diagnostic Achievement Test for Adolescents, the Woodcock Johnson Reading Assessment, the Test of Mathematical Abilities and the Test of Written Language.  Evaluation of academic gains is approached through the implementation of formal testing administered at intake and at least every six months thereafter.  Results are reported to the student's parents/guardian every 90 days.  

Southern Oaks Girls School: Data trends indicate that SOGS students make academic gains in reading and math equivalent to two grade levels throughout the average period of incarceration.

Ethan Allen School: Exit testing of EAS youth shows that youth who had entered the facility with test scores at or below 75 percent of their same-age peers had a median level of improvement of +0.8 grade levels in reading and +1.1 grade levels in math.  Youth who tested in the upper 25 percent of same- age peers at admission had a median level of improvement of +2.6 grade levels in reading and +3.0 grade levels in math.

Lincoln Hills School: Testing data indicates average gains in reading are approximately 1.3 grade level increase in comprehension and .8 in vocabulary. Average math gains show an increase of approximately .8 grade level gain per student during their time at Lincoln Hills.

High School Equivalency Graduates: On average, more than 96 students are enrolled in the HSED preparation programs at any given time and 116 DJC students earned their HSED in 2003. 

Vocational Career Education: Vocational programming has long been an educational strength at Southern Oaks Girls School, Ethan Allen School, and Lincoln Hills School.  Approximately 538 vocational credits were earned during the 2002-03 school year.

Life Work Education Program: The LifeWork Education (LWE) Program provides age appropriate career development activities to all youth under juvenile corrections supervision.  The program's primary goal is to provide young people with the knowledge and tools they need to make career decisions and successfully transition from school to careers in the community. During the assessment phase, each incoming student begins to develop his/her personal career portfolio.  The Career Portfolio documents the student's academic, vocational, social, and employment achievements.

Distance Learning: During fall 2002, the three DJC schools installed the equipment needed to create distance learning classrooms.   Since that time, students and staff have participated in a variety of activities through the interactive television (ITV) offered in these classrooms, including virtual field trips, release planning conferences, special education team meetings and college level course work.   
Special Education (SPED): The DJC schools offer special education programming in accordance with the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and state special education law.   A high proportion of DJC students enter the juvenile justice system with a history of special education needs.   Forty-one percent of all DJC students participate in special education compared to a statewide participation of 12 percent.  The most prevalent disability found among DJC youth was emotional behavioral disability with nearly 28 percent of all DJC students experiencing this disability.  

Between December 2, 2002 and December 1, 2003, 27 DJC special education students graduated with either high school or HSED diplomas.   Over 350 DJC special education students returned to public school to continue their education and 31 special education students were referred to treatment facilities for further assessment and treatment.

* Data Source: DJC central office records, DJC school FY 2002-2003 quarterly reports, Juvenile Justice Information System (JJIS)

Special education Data Source: 2003 DOC special education student data submitted to the U.S. Department of Education- Office of Special Education Programs through the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction. 
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