Correctional Recidivism 

of Youth Released from Juvenile Correctional Institutions:

Youth Released in CY 2000 and 2001

Comparison to Study of Recidivism in 1995 Releases

Definition of recidivism

For the purpose of the studies, recidivism is defined as either:

Placement in a Wisconsin juvenile correctional institution (JCI) as a consequence for a new offense after being released from a JCI; or

Placement in a Wisconsin prison for either a new criminal offense or an adult probation rule violation after being released from a JCI.

Two-year follow-up of youth released in CY 2000 and CY 2001

Of 763 youth released in CY 2000,

512 (67.1%) did not recidivate within two years of release.

75 (9.8%) were placed in a JCI only.

165 (21.6%) were placed in an adult facility only.

11 (1.4%) had a period of placement in both a JCI and adult facility.

Of 851 youth released in CY 2001,

593 (69.7%) did not recidivate within two years of release.

47 (5.5%) were placed in a JCI only.

203 (23.9%) were placed in an adult facility only.

8 (0.9%) had a period of placement in both a JCI and adult facility.

Adding both years together, for 1614 released youth,

1105 (68.5%) did not recidivate within two years of release.

122 (7.6%) were placed in a JCI only.

368 (22.8%) were placed in an adult facility only.

19 (1.2%) had a period of placement in both a JCI and adult facility.

[Source: Division of Juvenile Corrections management information system]

See last page for 2000-2001 release and recidivism data by release location and sex.  The JCI release locations in the table are:

EAS
Ethan Allen School, Wales (Waukesha County)
Boys secured correctional facility

LHS
Lincoln Hills School, Irma (Lincoln County)
Boys secured correctional facility

MJTC
Mendota Juvenile Treatment Center, Madison (Dane County
Boys secured corrections mental health facility, operated by WI-DHFS

YLTC
Youth Leadership Training Center, Camp Douglas (Juneau County)
Boys boot camp facility; closed in March 2002

SOGS
Southern Oaks Girls School, Union Grove (Racine County)
Girls secured correctional facility

Comparison of 2001 and 1995 releases

Of 779 youth released in CY 1995,

550 (70.6%) did not recidivate within two years of release.

77 (9.9%) were placed in a JCI.

152 (19.5%) were placed in an adult facility.

[Source: “Institutional Recidivism among Youth Released from Wisconsin Juvenile Correctional Institutions in 1993, 1994 and 1995”, Wisconsin Department of Corrections]

Analysis of 1995 and 2001 data

Several major changes to the Wisconsin juvenile justice system between 1995 and 2001 make comparison of the two recidivism studies difficult.  In 1996, the age of criminal court jurisdiction was lowered from 18 to 17 and the age of waiver for any offenses lowered from 16 to 15, possibly making it more likely that youth released from the juvenile correctional system who commit new crimes would be placed in prison by the criminal court.  During the late 1990’s, counties increased their resources for diverting youth from correctional placement and maintaining them in the community, for example through Wraparound and intensive supervision programs.  JCIs saw their populations shift to include a greater proportion of highly complex, behaviorally challenging and emotionally disturbed youth; and the opening of Mendota Juvenile Treatment Center (MJTC) in late 1995 likely worked to keep some severely emotionally disturbed youth in the juvenile or criminal justice system who otherwise would have been involuntarily committed to a mental institution.  

Given these factors, an increase in recidivism might have been predicted in the 2001 release data.  However, other factors may have worked to promote youth success, including implementation of new facilities and programs such as Southern Oaks Girls School, MJTC, the Youth Leadership Training Center, the Corrective Sanctions Program and the Serious Juvenile Offender Program, along with specific programs for substance abusers, sex offenders and other special populations.  Overall, it is probably good news that the juvenile correctional system has been able to maintain a relatively low correctional recidivism rate in the face of changing circumstances between 1995 and 2001, and a credit to the intensive institution- and community-based programs currently being provided.  We are pleased that girls’ recidivism as measured in the study is only about 11%.  It is also important to note that correctional recidivism is only one way to look at the question of program effectiveness, and that other important factors in accountability and public safety such as re-arrest and placement in local jails are not included in this study.
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