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This letter is to let you know about a change in the Wisconsin Sex Offender Registration law.

A new law, 2005 WI Act 5, goes into effect on May 17, 2005.  This new law says police chiefs and/or county sheriffs can tell the public that you are on the Sex Offender Registry.  Before this law passed, the public could not find out that you were on the Registry. Information in the Registry about persons under age 18 and persons adjudicated in juvenile court for a sex offense was confidential and available only to the Department of Corrections, law enforcement, and the victim.  This has now changed.

Under the new law, the police and/or sheriff can tell people that you are on the Registry if they feel it is necessary in order to protect public safety.  Examples of ways the police or sheriff might reveal your registry information are background checks when you apply for a job, informing schools and child care centers about sex offenders in their area, and responding to questions about you from the media.  Information about you will not be put on the public Sex Offender web site if you are under age 18 and/or are required to register because of a juvenile adjudication.

If you are on the registry because of a juvenile adjudication, you think you are not a danger to the public and you want to ask a court to take your name off the Wisconsin Sex Offender Registry, call your attorney or the local office of the State Public Defender.  If you are currently under a court order for a sex offense, you may wish to speak with your juvenile case worker or your probation agent to discuss possible options.  Please do not call the Department of Corrections main office or the Sex Offender Registry, as they will not be able to assist you.
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