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Charles A. Tubbs, Administrator

SUBJECT:
Guidelines for Release of Confidential Juvenile Sex Offender Registry Information
In Administrator’s Memo to Counties #05-04, I provided you with information regarding Amie’s Law, signed by Governor Doyle as 2005 Wisconsin Act 5, which gave law enforcement officials discretion to release information from the state Sex Offender Registry (SOR) on juvenile offenders who pose a high risk to community safety.  In order to help law enforcement agencies gain information that would help them make appropriate decisions, the Department of Corrections (DOC) undertook several initiatives.

First, we asked counties to provide a contact person(s) for law enforcement inquiries regarding juvenile sex offenders.  We posted the list of state and county contact persons on the law enforcement SOR web site.  These are names, phone numbers and e-mail addresses of persons that law enforcement agencies may use when they have questions pertaining to a juvenile SOR registrant currently or formerly under the agency’s supervision.   If your county did not respond, or if you wish to modify the contact information you provided us last year, please use the attached form (Attachment 1).
Second, we developed guidelines for law enforcement’s use in determining when juvenile SOR data should be kept confidential or released.  We asked a nationally-known consultant, Dr. Anna Salter, to determine, based on current research, the factors that seem to be most effective in identifying which juvenile offenders will re-offend sexually.  Dr. Salter spent considerable time conferring with the experts who are conducting research in this area, seeking their consensus on the factors we should use in the Wisconsin guidelines.  She developed a form that could be used to document an offender’s position on each of the factors, along with definitions of each factor.  The Governor’s SAFE Task Force received a presentation on the guidelines at their August 17, 2006 meeting.  Based upon feedback the Department received, we believe the guidelines will be of use to law enforcement agencies as they make the decisions required under Amie’s Law.

The guidelines are outlined in the attached DOC-2342 form and accompanying definitions (Attachment 2 and Attachment 3).  As noted on the form, the guidelines are not an actuarial risk analysis, and should not be seen as providing definitive information on the re-offense risk of any specific individual.  The guidelines are not a Special Bulletin Notification.  The Department is providing the form for voluntary use by law enforcement agencies in discussing possible release of juvenile registry data with state or county agency staff who have supervised, or are currently supervising, a juvenile sex offender.

I am sending a copy of the form to you today, along with the definitions, for your information and use.  The documents may be accessed electronically on the Division of Juvenile Corrections web page, which is at http://www.wi-doc.com/index_juvenile.htm.  In a separate mailing, the Department of Corrections will be sending information to local law enforcement agencies about the availability of the guidelines and their potential use in local discussions and decision-making on information release.  You or your staff may be asked to provide one-on-one consultation to law enforcement or to participate in a law enforcement Core Team meeting when the possibility of public notification about a county-supervised or state-supervised juvenile is being discussed.

Division of Juvenile Corrections staff will conduct regional sessions in the coming months to introduce the guidelines to county human service department managers; local law enforcement agencies will be invited to attend these sessions as well.  Your agency will receive information about the regional meetings in the next few weeks.  Training for law enforcement agencies on use of the attached guidelines and definitions will be available from the regional SOR specialists during the coming year as part of their in-service training on public notification procedures and policies.  
My staff look forward to working with you as we continue our efforts together to rehabilitate youth and keep Wisconsin’s kids safe.  If you have questions about the guidelines or would like to provide feedback, please contact Gretchen Kubnick at 608-240-5915 or by e-mail at Gretchen.Kubnick@doc.state.wi.us.
Attachments (3)
cc: 
Matthew Frank, Secretary, Department of Corrections


Rick Raemisch, Deputy Secretary, DOC


Susan Crawford, Executive Assistant, DOC


Silvia Jackson, Assistant Administrator, DOC/DJC


Bill Fiss, Acting Administrator, DCFS/DHFS


Jill Chase, Bureau of Regulation and Licensing, DCFS/DHFS


Diane Waller, Director, Area Administration, OSF/DHFS


OSF Area Administrators


OSF Human Service Area Coordinators for Children and Families


Division of Juvenile Corrections Management staff


County Youth Aids contacts


Greg Van Rybroek, Mendota Juvenile Treatment Center


Court-attached juvenile court intake offices
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