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Definition of Items for Act 5 Guidelines
For Use with DOC-2342
1. Number of Charged Sexual Offenses Including the Current Adjudication

· One
· Two

· Three or more

Count all charged sexual offenses, misdemeanors and felonies that occurred prior to age 18.  Include the most recent offenses, in addition to charges for attempted sex offenses prior to age 18, and charges that were later dismissed.  Note: the number of victims or events does not affect this definition.
2. Number of known sexual abuse or sex assault victims  

· One known victim

· Two known victims

· Three or more known victims

This item only looks at the number of known victims, not at whether the person was ever charged with the offenses.  Use any reliable source.  
· If the offense was hands-on, count every victim. 
·  If they were hands-off and the offender, for example, exposed himself to a group, then count the group as one victim for each offense of this type.  If the same group of people were victimized multiple times by the offender (multiple exposures), they would still be considered as 1 victim.  
3. Duration of sexual offending history, from first known to current offense

· Only one known sexual offense

· More than one offense but all within a 6 month period

· Multiple sex offenses over more than a 6 month period

This item does not require formal charges.  However, it does require that the information be from a reliable source.

4. Other Nonsexual, Antisocial Behaviors

· None/Minimal
· Limited/Moderate
· Extensive/Severe
The definition addresses all nonsexual, antisocial behaviors that may include: vandalism, vagrancy, truancy, fighting/battery, carrying a weapon, theft, reckless driving, driving under the influence, assault, burglary, robbery, and using or selling drugs, etc.  Formal charges are not necessary.  
“Limited” if there were multiple incidents of one type of behavior or even one instance of a very serious behavior.  
“Extensive” requires multiple incidents of several different types of behavior.
5. Any Stranger Victims

This item is defined by whether there were prior interactions between the victim and offender that both were aware of and happened at least 24 hours before the assault.  

For example, an offender might “know” a victim by stalking her, but if the victim did not know the offender, the offender is still defined as a stranger.  In addition, if the offender intended to assault a stranger, but the victim happened to know the offender, the victim is still considered a stranger.  
The “24 hour” rule applies to situations where an offender may meet a victim in a bar, and spend hours with him/her before luring the victim somewhere to be assaulted.  In this situation, the victim is still considered to be a stranger.
Only a slight degree of knowing is enough to make the victim not a stranger.  For example, if the offender worked in a convenience store and the victim came in several times to buy something, the victim is not classified as a stranger.  
6. Evidence of Deviant Sexual Arousal

This item requires evidence that the offender is sexually aroused by prepubescent children, violence, or fear.  Three or more prepubescent victims would generally be considered evidence of a deviant arousal pattern.  Self-reported fantasies of sex with children would count as well.  Child-victim grooming patterns would suggest that prepubescent children were not just victims of opportunity.  
To establish a sexual interest in violence, it should be evident that the offender becomes aroused by the violence itself and had a specific sexual interest in forced sex.  It should be evident that the offender was not just interested in sex and the willingness to use violence to obtain sex.  In addition, evidence that the offender becomes sexually aroused by torture or victim fear would meet the definition of a deviant arousal pattern.
7. Deception, Planning and Grooming
· None/Minimal

All offenses appear to be impulsive.

· Some/Moderate
Some evidence of planning, grooming and/or deception in at least one offense.

· Extensive 
Evidence of extensive use of deception, grooming and planning, generally across multiple victims.
This item reflects forethought and planning prior to the offense. It is evidenced by grooming behavior, manipulation of the victim or her/his family, or use of deception to obtain access to the victim.  At its extreme, it may include a set modus operandi which is consistent across victims.  However, there may also be more moderate levels of manipulation which reflect a prior intent to offend.  Victims are generally pre-determined and are not victims of opportunity.  An example of an exception might be an offender who pretends his car had broken down with the intent of assaulting any female who stops to help.  This reflects planning and deception, even though the specific victim was a victim of opportunity.  
8. Treatment
· Noncompliant 
Missed multiple treatment sessions because of segregation for disciplinary infractions or noncompliance with treatment, possessing contraband items that are sexually motivated (flyer pictures of children in underclothing, pornography, etc) 
· Compliant 
In treatment in good standing or successfully completed treatment at time of release or termination of supervision.
Being terminated from treatment is a clear indicator of risk in adolescents and adults.  However, in Wisconsin DOC, juveniles are required to stay in treatment and are not terminated.  Therefore, noncompliance with treatment must be measured in other ways: individual is frequently removed from treatment because he is serving time in segregation for infractions, being found in possession of contrabands that have sexual motivation, continuing with sexualized behaviors, etc.
9.  Stability of current living situation

· Stable 
Infrequent moves, same caretakers over time, and No evidence of mental illness, AODA problems, or abuse.
· Moderately unstable 
Family has moved more than once in the past year.  Some change of caretakers or evidence of serious disorder in the family, e.g., drug abuse. 

· Severely unstable 
Multiple moves in the past year and/or caretakers frequently in and out of home.  There are multiple problems in the family e.g., drug addiction of more than one family member, or drug addiction plus mental illness.

A stable living situation may consist of one or two parents/guardians, or it may consist of a group home, foster care, or an independent living situation.  Stability is not characterized by the type of living situation, but by whether or not the situation frequently changes in major and unpredictable ways, and if there is continuity of adequate care and supervision.  If the offender is in and out of the home because of his behavior, the living situation itself may still be stable.  
Frequent moves, constantly changing adults in the home, caretaker mental illness, drug addiction or spousal batteries would all be examples of an unstable living situation.  Other examples of unstable living situations may include if the offender is placed in and out of the home because the family becomes homeless, a parent cycles in and out of jail, a caretaker abandons the family and then returns, or because a caretaker relapses into drugs and the offender must periodically live with others.
10. Positive support system

· No positive support 
Family and significant others are either negative towards the youth or are poor role models (e.g. sell drugs or are in and out of jail)
· Moderate support  
Has at least one positive support person but person is not in the home and close to offender (e.g. has a therapist. Mentor, teacher, etc he has a good relationship with.

· Strong support 
Has more than one positive support person or has a person living in the home who is close to him and a positive support.

This item measures the amount of positive support the offender has in the community.  It could include family members, foster family members, friends, teachers, mentors, coaches, therapists, institutional organizations (church) or others outside the home.  
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