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Wisconsin Law Enforcement Officials 
FROM:
Charles A. Tubbs, Administrator
SUBJECT:
Act 5 Guidelines Training Summary
In Administrator’s Memo to Counties #06-11, I provided you with information regarding Amie’s Law, signed by Governor Doyle as 2005 Wisconsin Act 5, which gave law enforcement officials discretion to release information from the state Sex Offender Registry (SOR) on juvenile offenders who pose a high risk to community safety.  In order to help law enforcement agencies gain information that would help them make appropriate decisions, the Department of Corrections (DOC) undertook several initiatives.  First, we asked counties to provide a contact person(s) for law enforcement inquiries regarding juvenile sex offenders.  We posted the list of state and county contact persons on the law enforcement SOR web site.  Second, we developed guidelines for law enforcement’s use in determining when juvenile SOR data should be kept confidential or released.  

In addition, the Wisconsin Department of Corrections (DOC), Division of Juvenile Corrections (DJC) sponsored a collaborative training for counties to share information with law enforcement in order to aid their personnel in finding pertinent information, looking at key indicators of ongoing risk, and determining whether an individual may be in the small group (estimated 10% to 15%) of youth offenders at greater risk of re-offending sexually.  With the passage of 2005 Wisconsin Act 5, which became law on May 17, 2005, the rules for releasing a juvenile’s information from the state Sex Offender Registry (SOR) have changed.  Formerly-confidential information about registrants who are minors and/or whose registration requirement stems from a juvenile adjudication can now be released to the public.  In implementing 2005 WI Act 5, law enforcement agencies do not have statutory guidelines to help them determine when an adjudicated/minor registrant poses a risk to public safety to the degree that public release of information about the registrant is necessary.  
During the month of November 2006, The Division of Juvenile Corrections did two mailings, in an Administrator’s Memo to Counties format, to counties and law enforcement announcing the Act 5 Guidelines Trainings being held across the state.  In total, 15 trainings were held and approximately 320 people participated in the training.  For those who were unable to attend the trainings, we are providing the Act 5 Guidelines Training handouts and materials with this memo.  In addition, the documents may be accessed electronically on the Division of Juvenile Corrections web page, which is at http://www.wi-doc.com/index_juvenile.htm.  You or your staff may be asked to provide one-on-one consultation to law enforcement or to participate in a law enforcement Core Team meeting when the possibility of public notification about a county-supervised or state-supervised juvenile is being discussed.  

My staff look forward to working with you as we continue our efforts together to rehabilitate youth and keep Wisconsin’s kids safe.  If you have questions about the guidelines or would like to provide feedback, please contact Gretchen Kubnick at 608-240-5915 or by e-mail at Gretchen.Kubnick@doc.state.wi.us
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