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SUBJECT:
Wisconsin Recidivism Rates for Incarcerated Youth
This memo supersedes information previously released in Administrator’s Memo to Counties #06-04 and therefore, you should remove Memo #06-04 from you files and replace it with this memo.
The Division of Juvenile Corrections (DJC) tracks the recidivism of youth released from juvenile correctional institutions (JCIs) as a way to gauge whether public safety has been enhanced due to the accountability and interventions provided by the state’s JCIs.  In October of 2006, previously released recidivism rates were brought into question by a review of JCI internal records.  This led to an audit of the reporting process used to determine DJC recidivism rates.

The resulting independent audit found that the previous report had over-estimated youth’s recidivism.  Errors in the computer coding, used to identify recidivists, resulted in the mistaken identification of some youth who moved from a JCI to the community and then returned to the JCI without a new adjudication as recidivists.  To resolve this problem, a line-item audit of all youth released during the case study time period was conducted to give the most accurate information possible.  We are reporting the correct numbers to you with this memo.
For this report, recidivism is defined as either:
· Placement in a Wisconsin JCI as a consequence for a new delinquency adjudication after being released from a JCI; or

· Placement in a Wisconsin prison for either a new criminal offense or an adult probation rule violation, after being released from a JCI.

The definition does not include:

· Youth arrested and placed on probation or in jail;

· Youth returned to a JCI for rule violations only
Based on these definitions, the rate at which youth released from Wisconsin JCIs are returned to correctional confinement for a new offense is generally low in the first two years of release.

· For youth released during 2002-2003, their two-year correctional recidivism was less than 19% on average – that is, fewer than 19% of the youth returned to state correctional institutions under the conditions described above.
· For youth released in 2002 and 2003, two-year recidivism rates were 18.78% and 13.84% respectively.  Girls’ recidivism was considerably less than that of boys, with and overall average of about 7.80%.
	Release
	Youth
	Boys
	Boys
	Girls
	Girls
	Non-
	Two year

	year
	released
	recidivating
	percentage
	recidivating
	percentage
	 recidivists
	average

	2000
	787
	137
	19.68%
	7
	7.69%
	643
	18.30%

	2001
	833
	139
	18.81%
	7
	7.45%
	687
	17.53%

	2002
	756
	135
	20.52%
	7
	7.14%
	614
	18.78%

	2003
	672
	87
	14.48%
	6
	8.45%
	579
	13.84%

	Data sources:  Juvenile Justice Information System, Juvenile Reporting System, DJC Locator and
	

	     Wisconsin Circuit Court Access Program
	
	
	
	


As would be expected, youths’ correctional recidivism is higher when analyzing their experience four years after release.
· For youth released from JCIs in 2000 and 2001, the four-year correctional recidivism rate was 37.10% and 31.33%, respectively.
	Release
	Youth
	Boys
	Boys
	Girls
	Girls
	Non-
	Four year

	year
	released
	Recidivating
	percentage
	Recidivating
	percentage
	recidivists
	average

	2000
	787
	283
	40.66%
	9
	9.89%
	495
	37.10%

	2001
	833
	254
	34.37%
	7
	7.45%
	572
	31.33%

	Data sources:  Juvenile Justice Information System, Juvenile Reporting System, DJC Locator and
	

	     Wisconsin Circuit Court Access Program
	
	
	
	


Due to varying definitions and follow-up measurement periods, it is difficult to compare recidivism between States.  Nonetheless, it appears that Wisconsin is doing well in helping youth to avoid re-incarceration in the two years after release, when measured against several other States.  The figures in the chart below were supplied by the State of Arizona. i
Recidivism (Return to Custody) by Length of Follow Up and Jurisdiction1
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	21%
	
	42%
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Notes

1. Rates shown are from the most recent releases from secure care.

2. Any return to ADJC as a result of a new offense or a parole violation, or sentenced to the Department of Corrections.

3. Any return to the Department of Juvenile Justice, or sentence to adult probation or prison.

4. Re-adjudicated and placed in custody of Office of Youth Development (OYD) or sentenced by adult court and sentenced to OYD.  Louisiana tracked all juveniles released from 1998-2005 through January 6, 2006, and the follow up periods indicated represent the average time spend in the community for specific release cohorts.

5. Either recommitted to a juvenile residential placement or incarcerated as an adult.

6. Any return to Ohio Department of Youth Services because of a new felony offense or parole revocation or sentenced to the adult prison system.

7. Re-incarceration for any offense

8. Re-incarceration to a juvenile correctional center, to the (adult) Department of Corrections or a local jail.

i John Vivian, Ph.D., Research & Development Administrator, Arizona Department of Juvenile Corrections; private communication, March 2006

If you would like more information or wish to discuss any other issues related to juvenile justice, please contact Silvia Jackson, Assistant Administrator at (608) 240-5902, or Gretchen Kubnick, Juvenile Services Specialist at (608) 240-5915. Thank you.

cc: 
Matthew Frank, Secretary, Department of Corrections


Rick Raemisch, Deputy Secretary, DOC


Susan Crawford, Executive Assistant, DOC


Silvia Jackson, Assistant Administrator, DOC/DJC


William Fiss, Acting Administrator, DCFS/DHFS


Jill Chase, Bureau of Regulation and Licensing, DCFS/DHFS


Diane Waller, Director, Area Administration, OSF/DHFS


OSF Area Administrators


OSF Human Service Area Coordinators for Children and Families


Division of Juvenile Corrections Management staff


County Youth Aids contacts


Greg Van Rybroek, Mendota Juvenile Treatment Center


Court-attached juvenile court intake offices
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